MIDDLETOWN PARK BOARD AGENDA
Regular Meeting

DATE & TIME: Monday, March 14th, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.
LOCATION: Conference Room 2C, 2nd Floor, City Building One Donham Plaza
Join Zoom Meeting: Zoom Meeting Link
Meeting ID: 842 5175 0900
Passcode: 943191
MEMBERS:

Travis Bautz
Steve Lewis

Irene Earl
Jeri Lewis
Merrell Wood

Monica Nenni, City Council Representative
Doris Roberts, Keep Middletown Beautiful Liaison
Alison Manning, Staff Representative
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL: Introduction of new board members
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 22, 2022
4. AUDIENCE COMMENTS – RESERVED TIME (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER)
5. PRESENTATIONS – Wes Heupel, N.E.W. Ales Brewing
6. OLD BUSINESS

− Urban Forestry Topics: Tree Removal Report 2022
− Urban Forestry Information Review
o

Buckeye Yard and Garden onLine, https://bygl.osu.edu/

o

Tree City USA Bulletin No. 2

− Tree City Application Update and Event: Springdale, Friday April 22nd, 2022
− 2022 Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebration: Saturday, April 23rd, 2022
− General Tree Comments
7. NEW BUSINESS
− Parks Maintenance Update – Monthly Report for February 2022
− Park Board Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman
− Reminder: Memorial Presentation at Council
− 2022 Meeting Schedule
8. COMMENTS – RESERVED TIME (5 MIN. PER SPEAKER) Board Members, Liaisons, Council Members
9. OTHER
10. ADJOURNMENT

The next regular meeting of Park Board will be held on
Monday, April 11th, 2022 @ 6:30 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

Audience Comments
RESERVED TIME (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER)

Presentations

3/14/22, 12:09 PM

Brewery | N.E.W. Ales Brewing | United States

N.E.W. Small Batch Craft Brewery
N.E.W. ALES BREWING

Log In

0

Changing Minds, One Beer at a Time
Home

Beer N.E.W.S

Upcoming Events

Menu

Local Food Options

Shop

Where Can You Find Us??

More

SPREAD
THE
N.E.W.S
Current Hours:
Thursdays: 5:30-8:30
Fridays: 5pm-9pm
Saturdays: 11am-4pm

Address:
(513) 997-2026
1521 1st Avenue
Middletown, OH 45044
https://www.newalesbrewing.com
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2022 Tree Removal Report
Date
2/16/2022
2/16/2022

Location
N Main Street, Manchester Parking Lot
City Parking Lot

L
CP

Total Removed
Fell into right-of-way

P=Park, L= Vacant Lot, R=ROW, RF=Fell into ROW, CP= City Property

Type of Tree
Spruce (Dead)
Elm (Dead)

Qty. of Trees Removed
1
1

2
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2022 Urban Forestry Resource Locations
Date
1/21/2022
1/28/2022
2/2/2022
2/3/2022
2/3/2022
2/7/2022
2/14/2022
2/18/2022
2/22/2022

Location
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine

Article Title
Winter Tree ID – Part 1 – Evergreens
Winter Tree ID – Part 2 – Deciduous Trees
Growing Degree Day (GDD) Summary, January 2022
Plant Disease & Pest Diagnostic Clinic Sample
Summaries for January 2022
Virtual Educational Opportunities Through Emerald Ash
Borer University (EABU)
New FactSheet - Efficient Lawn Care Practices to Help
Protect Ohio’s Waterways
Trees and Power Lines – How close is Too close?
Will Ice Hurt Trees? The answer is Yes, No and Maybe!
Plant Disease & Pest Diagnostic Clinic Sample
Summaries Weeks Beginning Feb. 7 and 14, 2022

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1924

Insect Word of the Week: FRASS

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1915

It’s Maple Syrup Season……But which one in a Sugar
Maple?

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1926

Mulch Madness!

https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/
1931

Growing Degree Day (GDD) Summary, February 2022

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1932
https://www.arborday.org/trees/bulleti
ns/
https://www.arborday.org/trees/bulleti
ns/

3/14/2022

Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine
Buckeye Yard and
Garden onLine

February

Arbor Day Foundation

#1: How to Prune Young Shade Trees

March

Arbor Day Foundation

#2: When a Storm Strikes

2/14/2022
3/4/2022
3/12/2022

Link
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
913
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
916
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
918
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
919
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
920
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
921
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
922
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1
923

3/14/22, 10:36 AM

Mulch Madness! | BYGL
Help (http://www.osu.edu/help.php)

Map (http://www.osu.edu/map/)

Find People (http://www.osu.edu/findpeople.php)

(/index.php/)

Mulch Madness!
Authors: Joe Boggs (/index.php/node/51)
Published on: March 12, 2022

(https://bygl.osu.edu/sites/default/files/field/image/1%20Volcano%20Mulch%202%20-%20JB.jpg)

Why Mulch?
The vast majority of the trees and shrubs used in Ohio landscapes evolved in ecosystems with soils topped by an
organic layer. Think forest and grassland soils.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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Bare soil beneath trees and shrubs presents an entirely different environment; think desert soils. Water easily
evaporates from the surface producing a boom-and-bust condition with soil moisture. Cracks in clay soils
exacerbate the problem. Soil temperatures can also fluctuate widely in bare soil.

Organic matter: the food for macro and micro soil organisms, rapidly oxidizes from bare soil. The loss of beneficial
microbes means soil aggregation suffers reducing the development of good soil structure. Of course, bare soil also
provides an open range for opportunistic weeds.
Organic mulches such as aged hardwood bark mulch not only enhance landscape aesthetics but serve as a standin for leaf litter found beneath trees in forests. A layer of organic mulch moderates soil temperature, preserves
soil moisture, suppresses weeds, and as the mulch slowly decays, it contributes organic content to the
underlying soil. Arguably, organic mulch may be the single most important component in a healthy Ohio
landscape ecosystem.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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Wood chips are technically considered “organic mulch;” however, they should not be used beneath trees and
shrubs. The high carbon content of the raw wood means soil microorganisms must draw nitrogen from the soil at
the expense of plants to fully utilize the bountiful source of carbon. Consequently, raw wood chips can cause
nitrogen deficiency in plants. Wood chips and fresh hardwood bark should be composted for a time to reduce the
carbon content.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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The proper application of organic mulch such as hardwood mulch starts with producing mulch rings as large as
is practical. The mulch should be applied to a depth of no more than 2 - 3 inches. Mulch that finds its way onto
tree trunks should be pulled away from the trunk flare.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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If a Little is Good, More is Not Better
Mulch piled high around trees and shrubs has been called many names; some not suitable for use in BYGL Alerts.
Descriptive names include pyramid mulch, mountain mulch, mulch mounds, and my personal favorite volcano
mulch, or mulch volcanoes, for the stratovolcano-like creations.

These mulch monstrosities have been a source of continual frustration for anyone who cares about trees. Yet,
despite years of educational efforts, mulch volcanoes continue to erupt in Ohio landscapes.

Digging out turfgrass to add definition to a mulch ring is common and can enhance aesthetics if done with extreme
care to avoid damaging tree and shrub roots. Unfortunately, overly enthusiastic excavations to produce “tree moats”
often cause root damage and may even involve a concerted effort to sever roots growing beyond the excavation
zone.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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The Woes of Mulch Madness
Tree moats and mulch volcanoes: why do these horticultural horrors appeal to people? Creating both costs extra
money. Mulch volcanoes waste product and it takes time to excavate a castle-worthy moat around a tree.

Both can cause slow tree and shrub death. However, the impacts are insidious and perhaps that’s the problem. If
trees died right away, people would stop the mulch madness.

The Six-Step Assisted Herbicide Program using mulch volcanoes and tree moats:
1. Bark Damage: Tree bark is dead, dry tissue that protects trees from a wide range of challenges such as
dehydration, oxidation, and direct access to the living tissue beneath by plant pests and pathogens. Mulch piled
against tree trunks can retain water elevating the moisture content of the bark making it susceptible to decay.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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2. Damaging or Cutting Tree Roots: Studies have revealed that the majority of a tree’s root system grows well
outside of the dripline. Overly enthusiastic excavations around mulch rings that morph into deep tree moats may
cause injury to the roots making them more susceptible to infections from root-destroying plant pathogens.
Completely severing the roots creates a concentrated root mass within the mulch ring where resources such as
water and nutrients may be more quickly depleted.

3. Secondary Root Systems: Tree root cells acquire oxygen directly from the soil rather than from an internal
source; plants don’t have a cardiovascular system! Numerous studies have revealed that most of a deciduous
tree’s feeder roots are found in the upper soil strata where the concentration of oxygen is highest.
Although bark mulch may at first appear light and airy, it will ultimately compact as it degrades to interfere with
oxygen reaching tree root cells. Trees respond by growing a secondary root system into the mulch; it's the same
response seen with trees planted too deep in the soil.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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4. Root Dehydration: As the organic mulch degrades, the secondary roots growing into the mulch can become
exposed. The decomposing mulch can also become hydrophobic if allowed to dry out; it repels water. You can
observe the hydrophobicity of dry organic matter when you try to moisten a bag of dry peat moss. Of course, water
repellency ultimately causes infiltrating roots to dehydrate.

5. Stem Girdling Roots: Secondary roots growing into mulch piled high on the trunk will eventually encounter the
slopes of mulch volcanoes causing the roots to turn. Although root cells require an external oxygen source, they
can't grow into thin air! Eventually, these roots encircle the tree trunk and merge with the stem tissue. As these
errant roots increase girth, they gradually girdle the trunk and restrict vascular flow. Thus, they are known as "stem
girdling roots."


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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Symptoms of stem girdling roots include flat sides directly above the compression zone. This is a non-reversible
condition and can eventually lead to a loss in structural integrity provided by the cylinder-within-cylinder
morphological structure of tree stems. In other words, trees break and fall over. Stem girdling roots can also lead to
bark splitting as the choked-off phloem dies. Ultimately, the disruption in vascular flow produces a thinning canopy.


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931

11/13

3/14/22, 10:36 AM

Mulch Madness! | BYGL

6. The Coup de Grâce; Say Hello to My Little Friends: While moisture starvation and vascular strangulation can
ultimately kill a tree, along the way they produce tree stress. This can induce trees to drop their defenses against
infestations by opportunistic insect pests such as native borers or infections by plant pathogens. Of course, the
pests and diseases get blamed if a tree succumbs, not the volcano mulch that set the tree's demise into motion in
the first place.
The Flatheaded Appletree Borer (Chrysobothris femorata, family Buprestidae) is a good example of a native borer
that attacks stressed native and non-native trees. Despite its common name, this borer attacks a wide range of
deciduous trees. Indeed, Dave Shetlar (Professor Emeritus, OSU Entomology) commonly refers to the borer as the
“Flatheaded Attacks Any Stressed Deciduous Tree Borer.”


https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1931
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Tags
Mulch (/index.php/taxonomy/term/943)
Volcano Mulch (/index.php/taxonomy/term/944)
Tree Moats (/index.php/taxonomy/term/946)
Hardwood Mulch (/index.php/taxonomy/term/1714)
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Growing Degree Day (GDD) Summary,
February 2022
Authors: Amy Stone (/node/76)
Published on: March 14, 2022

(https://bygl.osu.edu/sites/default/files/field/image/Silver%20Maple%20First%20Bloom.jpg)

Here is your Growing Degree Day (GDD) summary ending February 28, 2022. While we have definately had some
weather - warming temperatures, accumulating snows, more warm temps and even more snow, this summary
includes the months of January and February. Stay tuned for these year-to-date summaries each month in 2022.
GGD Chart, February 28, 2022
Ohio City (County)
Bryan (Williams)
Toledo (Lucas)
Sandusky (Erie)
Elyria (Lorain)
Barton (Geauga)
Jefferson (Ashtabula)
Van Wert (Van Wert)
Findlay (Hancock)
Medina (Medina)
Mt. Gilead (Morrow)
Mt. Vernon (Knox)

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1932

Zip Code
43506
43615
44870
44035
44021
44047
45891
45840
44256
43338
43050

GDD Unit Accumulation
6
6
8
10
11
10
7
7
10
12
14
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GGD Chart, February 28, 2022
Ohio City (County)
Steubenville (Jefferson)
Dayton (Montgomery)
Springfield (Clark)
Columbus (Franklin)
Lancaster (Fairfield)
Marietta (Washington)
Cincinnati (Hamilton)
Hillsboro (Highland)
Ironton (Lawrence)

Zip Code
43952
45417
45505
43210
43130
45750
45223
45133
45638

GDD Unit Accumulation
19
16
14
16
25
31
30
34
34

GGD Species List (Common Name, Scientific Name, Phenological Event, GDD)
The list includes both plants and insects. Insects are bolded within the list.
Silver Maple, Acer saccharinum, first bloom, 34; Corneliancherry Dogwood, Cornus mas, first bloom, 40; Silver
Maple, Acer saccharinum, full floom, 42; Red Maple, Acer rubrum, first bloom, 44; Speckled Alder, Alnus
incaca spp.,rugosa, first bloom, 52; Northern Lights Forsythia, Forsythia x intermedia, first bloom, 58; Japanese
Pieris, Pieris japonica, first bloom, 60; Red Maple, Acer rubrum, full bloom, 75; Star Magnolia, Magnolia stella, first
bloom, 83; White Pine Weevil, Pissodes strobi, adult emergence, 84; Border Forsythia, Forsythia x intermedia,
first bloom, 86; Eastern Tent Caterpillar, Malacosoma americanum, egg hatch, 92; Manchu Cherry, Prunus
tomentosa, first bloom, 93; Northern Lights Forsythia, Forsythia x intermedia, full bloom, 94; Speckled Alder, Alnus
incana, full bloom, 97; Corneliancherry Dogwood, Cornus mas, full bloom, 98; Norway Maple, Acer plantanoides,
first bloom, 116; Border Forsythia, Forsythia x intermedia, full bloom, 116.....
Now that you have read this summary, what is your GDD? Check out this link https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu/gdd/
(https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu/gdd/), type in your Ohio zip code, and see where your location is at in this biological
calendar.
Tags
GDD (/taxonomy/term/80)
growing degree days (/taxonomy/term/79)
More Information
OSU Growing Degree Day Website
https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu/gdd/ (https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu/gdd/)
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When a Storm Strikes
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I

t is a marvel that trees should live to become the oldest
living things. Fastened in one place, their struggle is
incessant and severe. From the instant a tree casts its
tiny shadow on the ground … it is in danger.
– Enos A. Mills, naturalist, c. 1910
Except for the incessant mistreatment by humans,
never is danger to a tree greater than during the
inevitable trial by storm. The pounding of rain or hail
and the fury of wind test the strength of limbs, trunks,
and roots. The homeowner, helpless at the moment, can
only watch and hope that the tree survives. Survival
or loss — the key can be the care you give your tree
before and immediately after a storm. Knowing ahead of
time what to do when a storm strikes can also prevent
or minimize your financial loss.
It was one of those storms that was so close there
was no pause between the flash of lightning and
the deafening clash of thunder. No one on Linwood
Avenue slept through this storm, and a light came on
here and there to help ward off the fright of the wind
and rain beating noisily against bedroom windows.
In the morning, anxious residents looked out to
survey the damage. In some yards, only a limb or two
lay on the lawn. In others, familiar views were altered
forever. Some trees were split, half their crowns bent
to the ground like peeled bananas. Here and there, a
whole tree lay prone with its roots exposed and limbs
tangled amid gutters and wires. Out on the street,
branches littered the sidewalks and children were
already gathering to play on an old maple that lay
like a fortress across the avenue.
In some areas, such as south central Florida,
thunderstorms like this one stalk the countryside as many
as 100 days each year. On the Pacific coast, five in a year
may be surprising. In the Midwest and middle Atlantic
states, ice storms — especially in autumn while leaves are
still on trees — add to the endless struggle. Frequent or
rare, mild or severe, storms are an inevitable fact of life.
This issue of the Tree City USA Bulletin is dedicated to
helping people who care about trees minimize the impact
of storms on our community forests.
Few things can physically alter the landscape of a community as devastatingly
as widespread tree damage resulting from a tornado, hurricane, ice storm, or
other major weather disturbance.

The Morning After …
On Linwood Avenue there was considerable confusion after the storm. Neither the residents nor the city forestry
department were well-prepared for handling the damage. As a result, trees were removed that could have been
saved, some were left weakened and became dangerous or had their life spans significantly shortened. With poor
advice and the services of fly-by-night tree scam artists, many residents lost money, as well as the beauty and
practical benefits of their shade trees. It might have been different if two simple steps had been followed:

1: ASSESS THE DAMAGE —
CAN THESE TREES BE SAVED?

O Are at least 50 percent of the branches and leaves

A storm can leave trees looking like there’s no
tomorrow. But trees have an amazing ability to recover
from storm damage. Before writing off a damaged tree,
ask the following:

O Other than the storm damage, is the tree basically
healthy? If so, and if it did not suffer major
structural damage, it will usually recover.

O Are major limbs broken? The larger a broken limb, the
harder it will be for the tree to recover from damage.

O Has the leader (main upward-trending branch)
been lost? The tree may live without its leader, but
at best, it could be stunted or deformed.

still intact? A tree with less than half its branches
remaining may not produce enough foliage to
nourish the tree another season.

O How large are the wounds? The larger the wound in
relation to the size of the limb, the less likely it is to
heal, leaving the tree vulnerable to diseases and pests.

O Can the remaining branches form a new branch
structure? The remaining limbs will grow more
vigorously as the tree tries to replace its missing
foliage. Look to see if the branches still left can
eventually fill out the tree’s appearance.

O Is the tree a desirable one for its location? If the
tree is in a poor location (potentially tall beneath
power lines, etc.) it may be best to remove it.

2: MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT YOUR TREES
A storm can alter a tree’s appearance, but frequently
the tree looks worse than it really is. Major limbs may
be broken or damaged, foliage can be shredded or
stripped, or the bark may be torn or gouged. But what
at first glance may look like mortal wounds are not
necessarily fatal to a tree. Trees have a remarkable
ability to recover from storm damage.

IT’S A KEEPER …
If damage is relatively slight, prune any broken
branches, repair torn bark or rough edges around
wounds, and let the tree begin the process of wound
repair. For instance:

MINOR DAMAGE

AN EASY CALL

TOO YOUNG TO DIE

Although the tree has been damaged,
enough strong limbs may remain on a
basically healthy tree to make saving
it possible.

A mature shade tree can usually survive the
loss of one major limb. The broken branch
should be pruned back to the trunk. In the
months to follow, large wounds should be
monitored closely for signs of decay.

Young trees can sustain quite a bit of
damage and still recover quickly. If the
leader is intact and the structure for future
branching remains, remove the broken
branches and let the tree close over the
wounds and recover itself.
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WAIT AND SEE …
If a valuable tree appears to be a borderline case, resist the temptation to simply cut it down. In such a case, it is
best to stand back for a while and give the tree a chance. Remember that time is on your side. After careful pruning
of broken branches, give the tree some time to recover. A final decision can be made later.

EASY DOES IT

HOLD OFF

Resist the temptation
to prune too heavily.
Remember that the
tree will need all the
foliage it can produce
in order to manufacture
the food it will need to
get to the next growing
season. Remove only
the damaged limbs,
then wait and see what
happens.

A healthy, mature tree can
recover even when several
major limbs are damaged.
With large trees, a professional
arborist should be brought in to
assess damage on a borderline
situation and to safely
accomplish needed pruning
and branch removal.

SAY GOODBYE …
Some trees simply can’t be saved or are not worth saving. If the tree has already been weakened by disease, if
the trunk is split, or more than 50 percent of the crown is gone, the tree has lost its survival edge.

FAREWELL TO A FRIEND

TREE TRAGEDY

HOPELESS CASE

A rotten inner core in the trunk or
structural weakness in branching patterns
can cause a split trunk – the tree
equivalent of a heart attack. The wounds
are too large to ever mend, and the tree
has lost at least half of its food and water
lifeline between roots and leaves.

This otherwise healthy tree has lost too much
of its leafy crown. It will probably not be able
to grow enough new branches and leaves to
provide needed nourishment, and it will never
be able to regain its former beautiful shape.

About all that’s left of this tree is its
trunk. The few remaining branches
can’t provide enough foliage to enable
the tree to survive through another
growing season.
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Provide Tree First Aid After a Storm
In the aftermath of a major storm, the initial impulse of property owners is generally along the lines of “let’s get
this mess cleaned up.” But hasty decisions can result in removing trees that could be saved. Doing the right things
after trees have been damaged can make the difference between giving your trees a good chance of survival and
losing them unnecessarily.

DON’T TRY TO DO IT ALL YOURSELF

REPAIR TORN BARK

If large limbs are broken or hanging or if highclimbing or overhead chainsaw work is needed, it’s
a job for a professional arborist. Arborists have the
necessary equipment and knowledge needed, and are
usually listed in the directories under “Tree Service.”
But read the box below before your call.

Torn or stripped bark is the result of limbs being
violently broken from the tree by wind or branches
falling from above. To improve the tree’s appearance
and eliminate hiding places for insects, carefully use
a chisel or sharp knife to smooth the ragged edges of
wounds where bark has
been torn away. Try not
to expose any more of
the cambium (greenish
inner bark) than is
necessary, as these fragile
layers contain the tree’s
food and water lifelines
between roots and
leaves. Keep the wound
as narrow as you can to
hasten wound closing.

TAKE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
Look up and look down. Be on the alert for downed
power lines and dangerous hanging branches that look
like they’re ready to fall. Stay away from any downed
utility lines; TV cables and fence wires can become
electrically charged when there are fallen or broken
electrical lines nearby. Don’t get under broken limbs
that are hanging or caught in other branches overhead.
And, unless you really know how to use one, leave
chainsaw work to the professionals.

WATCH OUT FOR SCAM ARTISTS POSING AS ARBORISTS
After a storm, it is common for people claiming to
be tree specialists to show up at your door offering
their services to remove or repair trees. Unfortunately,
many have little or no training.
Here are eight guidelines to help you find qualified
tree care specialists:
1. Make sure they are part of an established business
in the community or nearby area.
2. Have them provide you with evidence that they
are actually working for the company, rather than
moonlighting.
3. Ask for current certificates of insurance showing
that they are fully insured for property damage,
personal liability, and worker compensation.
4. Ideally, they should be members of a professional
association of arborists, such as the International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) or the Tree Care
Industry Association (TCIA).
5. Arborists who have received certification from
their professional associations, such as ISA
Certified Arborists, should have received training
and access to current technical information on tree
care, repair, and removal.
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6. If possible, get more than one estimate to ensure
that the price offered is competitive with that
offered by others for the same services.
7. In case of tree removals, have a clear understanding
about who removes the limbs and debris from the
property and whether or not the price includes
stump removal and cleanup.
8. If the arborist suggests topping your tree, find
someone else. Only in rare cases should this
practice be used.
Above all, don’t be pressured into making a decision.
Taking the time to select a qualified tree professional can
safeguard your trees and save you from the long-term
consequences of wrong decisions about what to do about
them after a storm.

Hiring just anyone
who shows up
at your door may
result in fatal
damage to your
trees. It’s best to
go with a qualified
professional.

DON’T TOP YOUR TREES

REMOVE BROKEN BRANCHES STILL ATTACHED

Untrained individuals may urge you to cut back all of
the branches, on the mistaken assumption that reducing
the length of the branches will help avoid breakage in
future storms. While storm damage may not always allow
for ideal pruning cuts, professional arborists say that
topping — cutting main branches back to stubs — is
one of the worst things you can do for your trees. Stubs
will tend to grow back
a lot of the weakly
attached branches that
are even more likely
to break when a storm
strikes. Also, the tree will
need all its resources
to recover from the
stress of storm damage.
Topping the tree will
reduce the amount of
foliage, which the tree
depends on for the food
and nourishment needed
for regrowth. A topped
tree that has already
sustained major storm
damage is more likely
to die than repair itself.
At best, its recovery will
be retarded, and it will
almost never regain its
original shape or beauty.

Removing the jagged remains of smaller-sized broken
limbs is one common repair that property owners can
make after a storm. If done properly, it will minimize the
risk of decay agents entering the wound. Smaller branches
should be pruned at the point where they join larger ones.
Large branches that are broken should be cut back to the
trunk or a main limb by an arborist. For smaller branches,
follow the pruning guidelines shown in the illustration
below so that you make clean cuts in the right places,
helping the tree recover faster.

HOW TO MAKE PROPER PRUNING CUTS
Because of its weight, a branch can tear loose
during pruning, stripping the bark and creating
jagged edges that invite insects and disease. That
won’t happen if you follow these steps:

2 Make a second cut from
above several inches out
from the first cut, to allow
the limb to fall safely.

1

Make a partial cut from
beneath, at a point several
inches away from the trunk.

3 Complete the job with a final cut just
outside the branch collar, the raised area
that surrounds the branch where it joins
the trunk.

REDUCING TREE DAMAGE IN FUTURE STORMS
When a major storm strikes, some trees seem able
to come through with only minor damage, while others
suffer the loss of large limbs or sizable parts of their
branching structure. If a tree has been weakened by

disease, there may be little that can be done to prevent
major breakage when a storm occurs. However, there are
preventive measures that can be taken to help trees be
stronger and more resistant to storm damage.

PREVENT
DOUBLE TOPS

ENCOURAGE GOOD
BRANCH ANGLES

MAINTAIN A STABLE
CENTER OF GRAVITY

DON’T CUT BRANCHES
BACK TO STUBS

Two branches growing at a
narrow angle to each other
can create a double top
and a weak joint. It’s best to
remove one branch while the
tree is young.

Branches at angles of 10
o’clock and 2 o’clock are often
the strongest. Side branches
should have diameters less
than three-fouths the diameter
of the trunk.

Restore the center of gravity of
unbalanced trees by removing
branches along the leaning side
and encouraging growth on the
opposite side.

Branches that grow from cut
stubs are weakly attached.
When they get larger, they
can break more easily from
the pressures of wind, ice,
or snow.
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Storms: The Urban Forestry Response
When asked about the effects of a storm on an urban forestry department, a forester said wistfully, “In a matter
of minutes we have gone from being caught up on our pruning to suddenly facing two years’ worth of work.” It is
important that the community have an overall catastrophe plan in which the city forester plays an active role.
BEFORE
A municipality’s best response to a storm is
before one strikes. Several procedures can ease the
burden of cleanup and even convert negative storm
effects into positive care for the community forest.
Here are some successful methods:
• Make arrangements in advance for assistance
from contractors. Purchase orders or contracts for
as-needed storm services can prevent delays and
misunderstandings during the emergency. It is a
good idea to insist that contractors carry at least
AFTER
After a storm, removal or repair of hazardous trees
takes priority. Then, it is best to give all damaged trees
a partial pruning, returning as work schedules allow for
a more complete pruning. In all cases, crews should be
reminded to work safely and to adhere to good pruning
techniques rather than doing a poor job rapidly.
• Take advantage of “the teachable moment.” Arborists
often struggle to get the attention of the public to
promote good tree practices. When a storm strikes,
trees suddenly enter the spotlight of news. The news
media will be hungry, not only for hard news about
the storm and its effects on the community, but
also for related vignettes or short features. Use this
opportunity to promptly give every media outlet in
your area a Storm Recovery Kit. The kit, prepared
by the Arbor Day Foundation, provides information
that will help educate citizens about tree physiology,
proper pruning, selecting and working with a
professional arborist, preventing future storm damage,
and other tree-related topics.

$500,000 liability insurance and that employees are
fully covered by workers compensation.
• Develop mutual aid agreements with nearby
communities. Often one area is hit by a storm while
others are left unscathed. Through a mutual aid
agreement, a community that is missed by the storm
provides workers and equipment to aid the stricken area.
• Learn about how the Arbor Day Foundation’s Community
Tree Recovery program has helped restore trees after
devastating storms and how it could help you if the
need should arise. Visit arborday.org/programs.
• Create good public relations out of a bad situation
by clearly demonstrating your concern for the plight
of local residents. Two good ways are to provide
curbside pickup service for downed branches
(perhaps also providing phone numbers of volunteer
groups who would help with yard clearing for
handicapped or the elderly), and making chips
available free for mulch. Chip trucks can place the
piles at convenient locations like neighborhood parks.
Publicize these and other emergency services through
the mass media and social networking. Also notify
police dispatchers and others who are contacted by
the public with inquiries.

PREPARING YOUR TREES
Storms can create a major impact on municipalities,
which is one good reason for having a preventive tree
maintenance program that includes:
Careful species selection for street and park
plantings (for example, avoiding brittle species).
Rotations to prune all trees on a three- to five-year
cycle (with attention to developing strong branch
structure and thinning the crown).
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Annual inspection to identify hazard trees, with
removals as necessary.
Avoiding trenching near trees. This cuts important
anchoring roots. Tunnel under the tree instead.

Working With the Media
A few principles will help urban forestry professionals work successfully with the media to ensure accurate
information and good public relations after a storm:

A major storm can be devastating enough without having incorrect or misleading information being disseminated to residents. A good relationship with local news
media can help ensure that community leaders and residents have an accurate understanding of what’s going on.

O Be honest and helpful. Don’t try to avoid reporters.
Answer their calls promptly so they can meet their
deadlines and so they get the expert information
they need. If you don’t know the answer to a
question, say so and try to refer them to the proper
person (with name and phone number) who can
give the information. Go out of your way to be
helpful to media personnel.

O Immediately develop a fact sheet. Give it to all
personnel who may be contacted by the media for
interviews. Include in the checklist such things as
estimations of damage, number of crews on the
job, what equipment is being used and where it
is working, emergency services available, dangers
the public should know about, suggestions for
homeowners, and other information deemed
important. Update this information several times
a day. A form for this purpose can be printed
in advance.

O Have handouts ready. During the off-season, spend
some time preparing a kit of information about the
urban forest, Tree City USA, and short articles about
tree care or emergency cleanup. You can develop
your own or download the Storm Recovery Kit
from the Arbor Day Foundation’s website,

arborday.org/storm. Provide these to reporters
after a storm. They may not use the material exactly
as written, but most will appreciate the information
and use part of it. It is a win-win situation because it
makes the reporter’s job easier, it gives information
to the public during a teachable moment (when
people are interested and receptive to it), and it
gives you the chance to get factual material to large
numbers of people at little or no cost.

O Be sure to contact and treat equally all newspapers,

radio stations, and TV stations. Explain who you are
and the kind of information you can provide.

O Keep a clipping file for use in annual reports and
as one more way to describe the impact of your
program to municipal officials. Also, keep a list of
reporters as you get acquainted with them. Later,
contact them and suggest taking them along with
you sometime during a regular work day to get
a better look at the community’s urban forestry
program. Some nice feature articles throughout the
year will go a long way toward creating a good
public image as well as providing residents with
the kind of tree care information that will help
minimize damage from future storms.
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Warn Residents to
Prevent Rip-Offs
To counter the problem of unqualified tree workers
soliciting work from storm victims, one community has
created doorknob hangers. On one side is some general
information about storm damage and the need for followup care or removal. On the other are “Tips for Hiring a
Tree Care Professional.” The list on page 4 of this bulletin
makes a good outline for this side of the card.
Most copy shops have card stock already cut for
duplicating your message and a supply can be printed
in advance of a storm emergency. Black ink on yellow
paper will catch attention best. Volunteers, such as a
scout group, can be enlisted to place the hangers on
the doors where tree damage has occurred.

Tree City
City USA
USA Bulletin
Bulletin ORDER
ORDER FORM
FORM
Tree
Name
Organization
Address
City
Phone

State

Zip

For a complete list of Tree City USA Bulletins and bulk quantities/pricing,
visit arborday.org/bulletins.
1 Issue
$3.00 ea.

1.
2.
68.
----

How to Prune Young Trees
When a Storm Strikes
How Communities Recover From Disasters
Tree City USA Annual Report
TOTALS:

Tree City USA Bulletin 3-Ring Binder ........................... $7.95
Complete Bulletin Set with Binders .......................... $109.95
TOTAL PAYMENT: .......................................................

$
1. ____________
2. ____________
68. ____________
____________
$
$ ____________
$ ____________
$ ____________

PREVENTION IS THE BEST CURE

Order Tree City USA Bulletins online at arborday.org or send this form and
mail with your payment to:

There is little that can be done to prevent damage
from tornadoes, hurricanes, or severe thunderstorms.
Ice storms, however, are a different matter. In regions
where history proves that ice storms can be expected,
it is prudent to plant trees that are resistant to breakage
from heavy loads. Here is a list of recommended trees
developed by R. J. Hauer and colleagues and published
in the Journal of Arboriculture:

Arbor Day Foundation • 211 N. 12th Street • Lincoln, NE 68508
888-448-7337 • (Make checks payable to Arbor Day Foundation)

American Sweetgum
Arborvitae
Baldcypress
Black Walnut
Blue Beech
Catalpa
Eastern Hemlock

Ginkgo
Ironwood
Kentucky Coffeetree
Littleleaf Linden
Silver Linden
Swamp White Oak
White Oak

Species of intermediate resistance are:
Bur Oak
Eastern White Pine
Northern Red Oak
Red Maple
Sugar Maple
Sycamore
Tuliptree

1925 101

THE TREE CITY USA PROGRAM IS
SPONSORED BY THE Arbor Day
Foundation in cooperation
with the U.S. Forest Service
and National Association of
State Foresters. To achieve the
national recognition of being
named as a Tree City USA, a
town or city must meet four standards:
Standard 1: A tree board or department
Standard 2: A tree care ordinance
Standard 3: A community forestry program with an
annual budget of at least $2 per capita
Standard 4: An Arbor Day observance and
proclamation
Each recognized community receives a Tree City
USA flag, plaque, and community entrance signs.
Towns and cities of every size can qualify. Tree
City USA application forms are available from
your state forester, the Arbor Day Foundation at
arborday.org/treecity, or your state forestry agency.

GROWTH AWARD OPPORTUNITY
Developing a tree care emergency plan may qualify
for points toward a Tree City USA Growth Award. The
disaster plan should outline who will provide what
services after a storm, mutual aid agreements, and how
to work effectively with the media. For a complete list
of requirements and qualifying activities, contact the
Arbor Day Foundation or your state foresters’s office, or
go online to arborday.org/treecityUSA.
Published for the Friends of Tree City USA by

Tree City USA Bulletin © 2018 Arbor Day Foundation. Published by the Arbor
Day Foundation; James R. Fazio, editor; Karina Helm, graphic designer; Gerald
Pulsipher, illustrator. Technical reviewers for this issue: Gene W. Grey, William P.
Kruidenier, and James J. Nighswonger.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ...
Please visit arborday.org/bulletins for
helpful references relative to Bulletin No. 2.
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WHO WE ARE 

Keep Middletown Beautiful – Middletown Ohio – It's Up To Us to #KeepMiddletownBeautiful!

WHAT WE DO 

VOLUNTEER

SUPPORT US 

MEDIA 

2022 Celebration!
Saturday April 23 8 am to 12 noon
th

It’s that time of year again! Keep Middletown Beautiful and City staff are coordinating volunteers with neighborhoods to continue the
successful series of annual projects and neighborhood clean ups in Middletown.
In past years, several neighborhoods have seen major work such as professional tree trimming and removal, painting and planting.
The 2021 Earth Day/Arbor Day event will focus on cleaning up city wide; neighborhood by neighborhood litter and sign painting,
landscape projects, and general clean up in several parks as well as the City Building area, local school lots and the banks of the Great
Miami River.
If you are a resident or business interested in tackling your neighborhood, please sign-up here or contact Jeff Michel at 513.425.7750 or
email jeffmi@cityofmiddletown.org. To be as safe, efficient, and prepared as possible we ask that all volunteers are signed up by April
14th. We ask that groups remain small, 6-10 people maximum with an assigned leader to coordinate with event organizers.
Gloves and garbage bags will be given to volunteers sign in at the Rathman Building the day of the event or online. Dump trucks and
dumpsters will be in strategic locations and volunteers will coordinate with City staff to have trash bags collected as they work.
Children 14 and under must be accompanied with parent or guardian.
Groups may organize before the day of the event to clean up anywhere throughout the greater Middletown area. Please contact
executive director Jeff Michel at 513.425.7750 or email jeffmi@cityofmiddletown.org by April 14th. Please have volunteer registration
sheets filled out for participating. We encourage groups to take photos of the day’s events along with group photos and ask that they
be sent to Jeffmi@cityofmiddletown.org. We also ask that groups tally the total number of volunteers and roughly how many hours
they all worked and send them to the above email as well.
For more details on the event click here!

https://keepmiddletownbeautiful.org
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New Business

MIDDLETOWN PARK BOARD
Regular Meeting Reports

2022 Monthly Report for Parks and Grounds Division
Activity Description
Number of trees removed
Number of trees planted
Number of trees trimmed
Brush/limbs removed
Playground equipment repaired
Litter picked up
Special Events
Light Up Middletown
Splash pad maintenance
Treatment with pre-emergent/herbicides
Flowerbed and planter maintenance
Mower Inspector
Snow removal-related activities
Mow with arm tractor or batwing
COVID-19 activities

Updated: 3/14/22

Units
qty
qty
qty
hrs.
qty
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.
hrs.

JAN

FEB

0
22
23
22
2
288
28
250
0
0
16
0
93.25
0
8

2
0
1
8
1
73
0
34
0
0
0
0
41
0
8

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

Park Board Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman
o

Current Chairman: None, Current Vice Chairman: Steve Lewis

“I open the floor for nominations for the Park Board Chairman for 2022”
Candidate:
Nominator:
Seconded:
Voting:
Travis Bautz ☐ Irene Earl ☐ Jeri Lewis ☐ Steve Lewis ☐ Merrell Wood ☐
Motion: Passed ☐
“I open the floor for nominations for the Park Board Vice Chairman for 2022”
Candidate:
Nominator:
Seconded:
Voting:
Travis Bautz ☐ Irene Earl ☐ Jeri Lewis ☐ Steve Lewis ☐ Merrell Wood ☐
Motion: Passed ☐

MIDDLETOWN PARK BOARD
Regular Meeting Reports

2022 Parks and Recreation Resource Locations
Date

Location

Article Title

Link

12/10/2021

National Recreation and
Park Association (NRPA)

NRPA Parks Snapshot: 2021 Year-End Survey
Results

https://www.nrpa.org/blog/nrpa‐parks‐snapshot‐2021‐year‐end‐
survey‐results/

12/16/2021

NRPA

2/17/2022

NRPA

2/17/2022

NRPA

2/17/2022

NRPA

3/1/2022

NRPA

Parks and Recreation March Issue

https://ezine.nrpa.org/nrpa/ParksRecreationMagazine/march‐
2022/index.php#/p/Intro

3/1/2022

NRPA

Parks and Recreation Aquatics Guide 2022

https://www.nxtbook.com/nrpa/ParkRecreationMagazineSupplem
ents/AquaticsGuide2022/index.php

https://www.nrpa.org/parks‐recreation‐
magazine/2022/january/next‐practices‐for‐the‐post‐pandemic‐
2020s/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks‐recreation‐
Parks Are Essential Public Health Infrastructure
magazine/2022/march/parks‐are‐essential‐public‐health‐
infrastructure/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks‐recreation‐
Making the Case for Parks and Recreation
magazine/2022/march/making‐the‐case‐for‐parks‐and‐recreation/
See the Vision: Improved Way-Finding Access in https://www.nrpa.org/parks‐recreation‐magazine/2022/march/see‐
Broward County Parks
the‐vision‐improved‐way‐finding‐access‐in‐broward‐county‐parks/
Next Practices for the Post-Pandemic 2020s

3/14/22, 10:55 AM

Making the Case for Parks and Recreation | Research | Parks & Recreation Magazine | NRPA
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March
Making the Case for Parks and Recreation
February 17, 2022, Department, by Kevin Roth
Research

For an enhanced digital experience, read this story in the ezine.
You know your work is critical for a healthy, prosperous community, but it is likely
that not everyone who has control over your agency’s destiny does. Hence, it is vital
to consistently tell the park and recreation story with easy-to-understand and
compelling facts and data.
NRPA has developed five statements that highlight how Parks and Recreation Is
Essential. Each statement is backed with multiple supporting proof points that paint
the picture of how parks and recreation positively impacts the lives of millions of
people every day. Each of these proof points is backed with data and insights culled
from research developed by NRPA, other like-minded organizations and the
academic community. Here are the five statements and their respective proof
points:
Parks and recreation promotes health and wellness.
People who live near parks are both physically and mentally healthier than those
who do not.
Parks and recreation encourages physical activities by providing space for
popular sports, hiking trails, swimming pools and many other activities designed
to promote active lifestyles.
Parks and recreation is a leading provider of healthy meals, nutrition services and
education.
Access to parks and other public open spaces promotes greater mental wellbeing.
Park and recreation programming and education activities are critical to childhood development.
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/march/making-the-case-for-parks-and-recreation/
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Parks and recreation is a leading provider of childcare and out-of-school time programming.
Parks and recreation is a leader in youth sports, providing opportunities for children of all skills and abilities to play and introducing kids to a
wide variety of sports activities.
Parks and recreation teaches kids about environmental responsibility, provides better cognitive and emotional stimulation, and promotes
creativity and imagination.
Children who spend a significant amount of time in nature also experience better emotional stability and improved mental health.
Parks and recreation drives economic opportunity.
Local park and recreation agencies’ expenditures support economic activity and job creation.
Employers and employees are more likely to locate near high-quality park and recreation amenities.
Parks and recreation boosts home values and property tax bases.
Parks and recreation is a leading source of first jobs for youth and young adults.
Parks and recreation is everywhere, uniting people and strengthening communities.
There are more than 10,000 park and recreation agencies, providing parks, trails, and other public outdoor and indoor spaces in nearly every city,
town and county across the United States.
Parks and recreation counters social isolation by connecting people with nature and each other.
The U.S. public strongly supports parks and recreation’s mission and funding.
U.S. adults want their political leaders to fully fund parks and recreation.
Parks and recreation is essential and adaptable infrastructure that makes our communities resilient in the face of natural disasters and climate
change.
Local park and recreation agencies collectively manage more than 11 million acres of open space across the United States.
Park and recreation agencies are on the forefront of their communities’ emergency response.
Climate-ready parks provide proven, cost-effective and sustainable environmental solutions.
People with access to parks and green spaces live longer, healthier lives.
The U.S. public wants parks and recreation to protect natural resources and mitigate the impact of climate change.
Next month, we will highlight a new report that reviews the literature on the health and wellness benefits of parks and recreation.

Kevin Roth is NRPA's Vice President of Research, Evaluation and Technology.

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2022/march/making-the-case-for-parks-and-recreation/
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MIDDLETOWN PARK BOARD
Updated: 3/14/22

2022 Park Board Schedule
Date

Time

Location

Meeting

Details

1/10/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

January Regular Meeting

Cancelled

2/14/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

February Regular Meeting

Cancelled: Rescheduled

2/22/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

February Special Meeting

Middie Way

3/14/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

March Regular Meeting

3/15/2022

5:30 p.m.

Council Chambers

Johnson Memorial Recognition

4/11/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

April Regular Meeting

4/22/2022

10:30 am‐2:30pm

City of Springdale

2022 Southwest Ohio Tree City Awards

4/23/2022
4/23/2022

9 am ‐12 pm
12:00 p.m.

City Wide
Smith Park

Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebration
Adam Johnson Memorial Planting

5/9/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

May Regular Meeting

MYSA (soccer) at Smith Park

6/13/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

June Regular Meeting

Light Up Middletown

7/11/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

July Regular Meeting

DreamCatchers: Field of Dreams at
Goldman

8/8/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

August Regular Meeting

Park and Recreation Month

9/12/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

September Regular Meeting

MYSA (softball) at Goldman

10/10/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

October Regular Meeting

Chris Urso for Middletown Baseball at
Rathman Park

11/14/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

November Regular Meeting

12/12/2022

6:30 p.m.

City Building: Conf. Rm. 2C

December Regular Meeting

4/5/2022
4/19/2022

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Council Chambers
Council Chambers

TBD

TBD

City Building

Board Training with Law Director

TBD
TBD

TBD
TBD

Great Miami River

Tree Giveaway for Residents?
Great Miami River CleanUp

**Updates in RED.

Pickleball at Lefferson

Tentative:
Opt 1: Arbor Day Proclamation
Opt 2: Arbor Day Proclamation
March or April
**Need Dates and Times**

Comments

Adjournment
The next regular meeting of Park Board will be held on
Monday, April 11th, 2022 @ 6:30 p.m.

